Remain argument: EU migration rules are good for the economy
Introduction
Contrary to Eurosceptic arguments, the Remain side argues that the system of the free movement of
workers is good for Britain and its people. While there are problems, these can be addressed with sensible
integration policies. Adopting a harsher border policy or the Australian points system would make things
worse for Britain and fail to address the real problems.
The public purse
The Office for Budget Responsibility, the government agency set up as an independent body to provide
independent economic analysis, finds that the current level of migration boosts overall growth. The agency’s
latest report, from November 2015, also indicates that robust levels of migration are needed for the
government to meet its deficit-reduction
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contributing to our economy. They also access most kinds of welfare far less than British people, even before
the 2016 EU renegotiation takes effect, which will limit some in-work benefits rights to migrants.
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Effect on jobs and wages Wales and Northern Ireland).
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between high migration andceremonial
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three social ills, when you would expect to see higher
unemployment and lower wages in areas of high immigration if Eurosceptic arguments were true. The Bank
of England estimated there was a small wage impact from migration on unskilled service jobs, but only when
the economy was contracting. However a study in Denmark, which experienced a similar jump in foreign
labour during the 1990s, found that such immigration had a positive medium-term effect on young native
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government. If that does not work out, new elections may be called.
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Britons abroad
Between 1.4 million and 2.2 million Britons live in the rest of the European Union according to the
government, and many of them access the benefits systems of those foreign countries – at least 30,000 are
on unemployment benefit, for example. Paying tax in another EU country can contribute to a Briton’s record
of contributions for later British benefits. A clear majority, 69% of Britons think they should have the right to
work in EU countries. This may be curtailed if Briton left the system of free movement, although some kind of
visa arrangement is likely.
Limiting access to welfare or the NHS would be counterproductive
Limiting migrants’ access to benefits would mean those migrants were competing for jobs at a disadvantage
relative to British workers, so
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offer them lower
wages or
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look at human life or migration rights, for sure – really the NHS should be open to all residents as a matter of
principle.

Parliamentary system

The UK has a parliamentary system of democratic governance. Unlike presidential and
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The think tank British Future proposes that there should be a kind of fund which pays local authorities extra if
Appointed Prime Minister (or chancellor) as Head of Government and a monarch (or
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between migrants’ tax contributions and the quality of public services. This is a good integration suggestion
as it is fair for both the migrant and native populations and addresses the issue of overburdened public
services, which might otherwise disadvantage both groups and lead to resentment.
In addition, the government has been very poor at enforcing minimum wage laws and labour standards. This
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an MP. During the general and most local elections, the candidate with most of the votes
becomes the local representative. Candidates campaign door-to-door, hold debates and
publish manifestos (comparable to shopping list of what they are planning to do once
they are in power). Eligible voters, about 46m in the UK, receive their polling card once
they register online, or they can vote by post.

Party with most of the votes is invited by the Queen to form a government. If there is no
clear winner, there is a hung Parliament. In this case, a minority or coalition government
can be formed. A minority government does not have an overall majority in Parliament. A
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government. If that does not work out, new elections may be called.

