Article 50: Withdrawal of a Member State
Introduction
In 2007, Article 50 of the Treaty on European Union, known as the Lisbon Treaty, introduced for the first time
a mechanism for the withdrawal of a country from the European Union. Prior to this no EU treaty had given
member states the right to withdraw from the union or set out a means of doing so.
No full member state has ever withdrawn from the EU. However, Greenland withdrew in 1985 after
achieving home rule from Denmark, though it is still classed as one of the EU’s overseas territories, a status
also awarded to the French overseas department Saint Barthélemy. Algeria also left the European Union on
gaining independence from France in 1962. It is the only territory previously part of the European
communities to become an independent country.
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What would need to happen if the article was used?
Prime Minister
(or chancellor)
Head
Government
and a monarch
(or the
It is impossible to know theAppointed
likely outcome
of a withdrawal
fromasthe
EU.ofThe
exiting member
state and
ceremonial
as Head of State.
EU would have to determine
what thepresident)
future relationship
between the two should be, and how best to reach
that. Leaving the EU would require agreement on how the member states would phase out joint programs,
budget contributions, and involvement in the EU institutions, such as the removal of MEPs, judges and
commissioners.

EU laws and international agreements and how they may or may not apply to the exiting member states
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government. If that does not work out, new elections may be called.

